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agricultural labourer is to be not merely altered for
the better, but exchanged for whatever station and
fortune they may think it possible to confer on them-
selves by their own supreme authority ? Mr. La-
bouchere's language, in the above passage and in
other parts of his paper, like that of many persons
who agree with him in the belief that government
can indefinitely increase human happiness, un-
doubtedly suggests the opinion/ that the stock of
good things in the world is practically unlimited in
quantity, that it is (so to speak) contained in a vast
storehouse or granary, and that out of this it is now
doled in unequal shares and unfair proportions. It
is this unfairness and inequality which democratic
law will some day correct. Now I am not concerned
to deny that, at various times during the history of
mankind, narrow oligarchies have kept too much of
the wealth of the world to themselves, or that false
economical systems have occasionally diminished the
total supply of wealth, and, by their indirect opera-
tion, have caused it to be irrationally distributed.
Yet nothing is more certain, than that the mental
picture which enchains the enthusiasts for benevolent
democratic government is altogether false, and that,
if the mass of mankind were to make an attempt at
redividing the common stock of good things, they
would resemble, not a number of claimants insisting
on the fair division of a fund, but a mutinous crew.